THE DOCTRINE OF THE BIBLE					 Session 3
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Imagine you come upon a car wreck on the side of the road. Two cars are involved.  You would immediately begin to make observations regarding the cars involved. What is the damage? Are there people in the car? Is anyone hurt? How and when did this happen? 

In the same way, making correct observations, discovering an accurate interpretation and practicing meaningful life applications is essential in connecting with God, growing with others and serving the body of Christ.

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not
need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.  2 Timothy 2:15

In this session we are going to look at 3 key elements in the proper studying of God’s Word.
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OBSERVATION

In this first phase of studying the Bible we are asking the question. . .what does the passage say? This must come before anything else. You may find yourself making many observations as you work through a passage.
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Talking it Over – Group Exercise:
Read Mark 5:21-34 on your own. Then have someone in the group read it out loud.
Answer the following questions as a group.
· Who wrote this?
· Where is this written or taking place?
· Who are the major characters involved?
· What are key words, phrases, comparisons, contrasts in the passage? What is obvious in the passage?

What do we learn about the woman in this passage?
· Physically
· Financially
· Relationally
· Spiritually

What do we learn about the disciples in this passage?

What do we learn about Jesus in this passage?
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INTERPRETATION

In this second phase of studying the Bible we are asking the question. . .what does the passage mean? Unlike observation, interpretation has one main truth which the author is conveying to his audience. 

Helpful Notes: Proper interpretation seeks a literal meaning, unless the context of Scripture indicates otherwise. Our duty in Bible study is not to create new meaning, but to discover the original meaning that God intended to be conveyed through the author. Helpful resources like commentaries and concordances are helpful when finding the accurate meaning for a passage.

Look again at Mark 5:21-34 and ask what is the author’s main intent which he wants his audience to know?
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APPLICATION
In this last phase of studying the Bible we are asking the question. . . how do I put these things into practice? In other words, how do I take what I am hearing and reading and apply this to my life daily? 
· What truths am I to embrace?
· What sin(s) am I to avoid?
· What do I learn about the character of God?
· How do I live this out in my relationships with others?
· What changes should I make?
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