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Two Kinds of Wisdom – James 3:13-18



13 “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.”


“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.”

Introduction: 
The upside-down Kingdom. God’s Kingdom is so different than ours. He is light, men love darkness. He is pure, men are corrupt. He says to love yet the world loves to hate. In this passage we see two different types of wisdom. What the world goes after and wisdom that comes down from above. Let’s take some time to examine these and see where we are as Christ followers when it comes to wisdom. 


Worldly “Wisdom” (Verse 14 - 15) 
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Talking it over -Group Study:

1. According to the passage how is wisdom lived out in our daily lives? (look at verse 13) 



(Verses 15 - 17) 
2. Where does bitter envy and selfish ambition come from? (Wisdom of the age).  _________________________________________________


[image: Eye]Bible Study Methods

Observation – Make a list. What do you see that stands out in the passage?  Look for key words, or phrases.  Comparisons or contrasts.  Spiritual qualities of a follower of Jesus?
Read the passage again and compare the two types of wisdom and write down observations and comparisons for both.  

Godly Wisdom - (Verse 13, 17 - 18)


[image: Questions]Interpretation – Ask a Question: What’s the authors main intent or purpose of the passage?
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Application: Put into practice 

How can we as the Church be on guard against pursuing earthly wisdom? 


How can we pursue and live out Heavenly wisdom in our daily lives? 


[image: 500+ Free Prayer & Cross Illustrations - Pixabay]Praying it through – Take time in your group to share and pray for heavenly wisdom from God. Call out for insight from above. 


Helpful Notes: Defining Terms

It is earthly, unspiritual, and demonic 
Earthly - Philippines 3:19, "whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things," i.e. whose thoughts rest on earth, on the pleasures of life here below.
Unspiritual - Not of the Spirit of God. 
Demonic - Evil, influenced by demons.
 of, resembling, or characteristic of demons or evil spirits.
extremely evil or cruel

“For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.”
	- disorder - disrupt the systematic functioning or neat arrangement of.

	- every evil practice - Every - All kinds of evil practice come in with these two evil devices. When bitter envy and selfish ambition. 
	- Bitter - angry, hurt, resentful 
	- Envy - a feeling of discontented or resentful longing aroused by someone else's possessions, qualities, or luck.
	- Selfish - lacking consideration for others; concerned chiefly with one's own personal profit or pleasure.
	- Ambition - a strong desire to do or to achieve something, typically requiring determination and hard work.
	- Bitter envy - Anger toward another or others because of what they have, do, or are. 
	- Selfish ambition - Desiring self over others. Focus on working abundantly for pleasure of self. Not concerned about others. 


 “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.” 

Heavenly wisdom - 

Pure - Clean, right, good 
Peace loving - Lover of peace over violence 
Considerate - careful not to cause inconvenience or hurt to others.
Submissive - ready to conform to the authority or will of others; meekly obedient or passive.
full of mercy - compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone whom it is within one's power to punish or harm.
Good fruit - Good deeds, good words, good things being done. 
Impartial - treating all rivals or disputants equally; fair and just.
Sincere - free from pretense or deceit; proceeding from genuine feelings.
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image4.png




image5.png




image6.png




image7.tif
EQUIP

MINISTRIES
INTERNATIONAL




image1.tif




image2.png




image3.png




