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The Downward Spiral of Temptation - James 1:13-18
Sin is a big deal. It is a big deal to God and therefore it needs to be a big deal to His followers. The word “sin” is mentioned over 400 times in the Bible. If someone sends you a letter and mentions something more than a few times you start to pay attention to it. God’s Word has a lot to say concerning sin. In this section of James’ letter, we get to see where sin originates and the process it takes to sin against God.
1. Read the passage on your own.
2. If you are in a group have someone read it out loud or read it aloud together.

[image: Eye]Bible Study Methods:
Observation – Make a list. What do you see that stands out in the passage? Look for key words or phrases, comparisons or contrasts, and\or spiritual qualities of a follower of Jesus?

              Do Not Blame God for Sin (vs. 13)
1. The same Greek word used for “trial” in verse 2 is used for the word “tempted” in verse 13. It simply means anything that breaks the pattern of peace, comfort, or joy in someone’s life. James adds the emphasis “tempted by evil” to clarify the point he was trying to make.

2. James is implying to the reader that when sin occurs in their life because of being tempted by evil, they should take responsibility for their actions, not blame God.

Question:  Why do people blame other people for their mistakes instead of admitting their own faults?
Question:  Why are people so quick to blame God when bad things happen?

[image: Image result for light bulb icon]Bringing Truth to Light – Sin has consequences and they are never good in the long run. When the consequences of sin bear fruit, and they will (ref. Numbers 32:23), it is not acceptable to point blame at someone else. Many people blame God when bad things happen in their life. Few, however, take a moment to realize that the choices they made along the way resulted in their difficult position. God is not the cause of their sin nor the predicament born from the sinful actions.
3. God purposes trials in our lives and in them permits temptation to happen. You saw in Lesson 1 how God uses trials and you saw how believers should respond to those trials. In every trial there is a choice to respond in obedience or a choice to respond in sin.

Amos 5:14, “Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, just as you say he is.”

4. God is not tempted to sin.

[image: See the source image]Digging Deeper – Many passages in the Old Testament warn against “putting God to the test.”  Some versions interpret the word “test” as “tempt.” But just as it was mentioned above, the original Greek word is the same for both and implies no testing or tempting with evil. But what about Matthew 4 and Jesus being tempted by Satan in the wilderness? What must be understood is that Jesus was fully man and fully God. The temptation was a necessity in order for Jesus to go to the cross having experienced the same tempting we do as humans. Only He did not sin because God cannot sin. The tempting Jesus faced in the wilderness was external tempting by Satan and not an internal tempting that we see James mentioned in verse 14. God cannot be tempted by sin because His nature has no capacity for evil nor is he vulnerable to it.

5. God does not tempt with sin but makes a way of escape. As stated, God permits temptation as a result of allowing choices to be made in the midst of a test or trial. Proving God does not tempt with evil He gives mankind a pathway out of sin.

1 Corinthians 5:13, “No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.”

              The Process of Temptation and Sin (vv. 14-16)

1. Temptation originates from two sources: External and Internal
a. External Temptation
- James uses the word lured which in its original meaning describes trying to trap wild animals with bait.
- James also uses the word enticed which in its original meaning is a fishing reference. It means “to capture with bait.”
- Both terms are a reference to external forces working to draw man into sin.

b. Internal Temptation
- No matter from where the external temptation originates, and no matter what the temptation is, sin always starts from within the individual.
- The true essence of temptation is not external but internal. James says that it is the internal carnal desires of a person that draws it to the bait of temptation.
- The term “his own desire” is extremely important because it describes the individual nature of lust. The human desire to fulfill the lust of the flesh is unique to the person. (ref. Hebrews 12:1) You do not catch a lion with a carrot. You catch it with meat. In the same manner our internal lusts recognize external temptations and we are drawn to it.
[image: Group]
Talking it over - Group Study: What are the internal temptations we face and what are the external temptations that feed that desire? 
2. James describes the process of sin by using the human life cycle as an example:
- Human lusts (internal) are attracted to temptation (external), the way men and women are attracted to each other.
-  Man pursues his desires and sin is conceived, the same way men and women conceive a child.

[image: Books]Helpful Notes: Do not miss the intimacy describe by James in this verse. The process of conceiving a child requires a physical intimate relationship between a man and woman. In the same manner, James describes an intimate relationship between man’s lust and temptation conceiving their child, namely sin.


- Once conceived, sin then is born. The offspring between lust and temptation.
- Sin grows and in its full form leads to death. This can be spiritual death for individuals who are not followers of Jesus or potentially physical death for the believer (ref. 1 Corinthians 11:30, 1 John 5:16)
- Verse 16 is a hinge verse which summarizes the previous three verses and introduces the next thought. Like a door on a hinge it closes one thought and opens the next. James tells the church to not be deceived:
	1. Do not be deceived to believe that God tempts with sin.
2. Do not be deceived, God is the source of all that is good and brings salvation.

              God is the Source of Good and Salvation (vv. 17-18)

1. Every good and perfect gift comes from God. By reasonable deduction we see that James is saying that if God is the giver of good and perfect gifts then He cannot be the source of temptation and evil. The two things are not compatible.

2. James calls God the “Father of lights” which speaks to His role in creating the celestial lights (sun, moon, planets, stars, etc.) This reference contrasts the next statement which speaks to God’s unchanging nature. Man physically perceives the change of the celestial lights. The sun, moon, and stars all have cycles which change the way they are visible to the human eye. However, God, according to His word, does not change. This is an incredible truth when considering the source of temptation and sin. God will NEVER be anyone other than who He is which is the source of all that is right and good. There is NEVER a point that we can justly accuse God of tempting us with evil.

3. James concludes this thought in verse 18 by speaking to God’s good and perfect work of redemption and regeneration in the life of a follower of Christ. By His own will and desire God brought us forth through His word, which in other words states, it was God’s will to save us and re-birth us into a new life in Him by His word. His word is the means of truth by which we are introduced to Jesus.

4. This act of regeneration allows humanity to be a form of first fruits, an Old Testament term referring to the first and best crop that was given up as an offering to God. We are a foretaste of the new creation to come.
[image: Questions]
Interpretation – Ask a Question: What is the author’s main intent or purpose of the passage?
· Ask a question about a word or an idea that you do not understand.
[image: Heart]
Application – Put into practice
· Think of a person that needs to go through this study.
· How can this study impact your relationship with others and with the Lord?
[image: 500+ Free Prayer & Cross Illustrations - Pixabay]
Praying it through - Take a moment and confess the sinful desires or actions you may have. Ask the Lord to guard your eyes, mind, and heart from external temptation. Ask Him to remove those internal desires and make your desires for Him and His will. 
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