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From Hearing to Doing – James 1:19-27


May we never take God’s Word for granted. Many churches today worldwide are deceiving themselves into thinking they can merely listen to the Scriptures, but don’t have to live it out. Certainly, hearing the Word is a necessary first step but to stop there and not put your faith into action is foolish.

In today’s session James reminds us to not merely hear God’s Word, but welcome God’s Word into our hearts, which becomes evident through our actions.

Those who hear without doing may be guilty of “fake faith,” but those who
hear and live out the word are genuine and authentic followers of Christ.

1. Read the passage to yourself.
2. If you’re in a group have someone read it out loud or have everyone read it out loud together.

Bible Study Methods[image: Eye]

Observation – Make a list. What do you see that stands out in the passage? Look for key words or phrases, comparisons or contrasts, and spiritual qualities of a follower of Jesus.

[image: ]Helpful Notes: Have you ever painted something? Maybe a door, fence, or something as big as a house? The hardest part about painting is not the painting but preparing the surface for the paint. See, the better we prepare the surface so the paint won’t peel, the longer it will stay. In the same way, if our hearts are not prepared to receive God’s Word then our lives will quickly peel, revealing an unchanged heart underneath. 


1. What does James 1:19-21 have to do with properly receiving and responding to the Word of truth?

2. How can we deceive ourselves in thinking that hearing the Word of God is all we need in order to be obedient to the scriptures (vs. 22)?

[image: ]
Talking it over - Group Study:
In James 1:22-25 he describes two kinds of Christians who show up for church. Can you point them out?


				          HEARING



				           DOING

[image: /var/folders/3y/t_w09lmn3wd2vkpw34n9874mgv9bh1/T/com.microsoft.Word/Content.MSO/457C1CF.tmp]
What image or object does James use to express the “forgetful hearer” in verse 22-24?


What characterizes the “intentional doer” in verse 25 and how will that person be blessed?


James 1:26-27 reminds us of 3 things which will be evident in our lives when we are doers of the Word. What are they?

1. We will have a controlled tongue. A person who says one thing and does another, actually makes his or her religion worthless. James will bring up the power of the tongue again in chapter 3, but how does our speech reflect the truth of who we are in Christ?

2. We will display a compassionate heart. Faithfully attending Bible study or attending church services are empty if we do not compassionately put these things into practice.

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this:
to visit orphans and widows in their affliction. . . vs. 27b

Question: How are you practically ministering to widows and orphans in your area? Consider planning a day to go and take food to some widows and spend some time with them or go to an orphanage and take food and spend the day playing games and having fun with the children.


3. We will maintain a clean life. In verse 27b James finishes a thought he had in verse 21. That is, we are not to give in and conform to the world’s value system. Every day the world tries to contaminate us with worldly views and practices. but carefully receiving and responding to the Word of God keeps us from being polluted by the world.

[image: Questions]
Interpretation – Ask a Question: In one phrase or sentence what is the author’s main intent or purpose of the passage?


[image: Heart]
Application – Put into practice

·  Think of a person that needs to go through this study.
· How can this study impact your relationship with others and with the Lord?

[image: 500+ Free Prayer & Cross Illustrations - Pixabay]
Praying it through: Take a moment and ask the Lord to remind you to be not only a hearer of God’s Word but an intentional doer of His Word. 
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