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Conquering Conflict – James 4:1-10 




We are reminded, almost daily, that we live in a world of conflict both internally and externally. Our passions and desires of the flesh, if not surrendered and controlled by the Holy Spirit, can be a detriment to our lives and to the local church. James reminds us in this study that if our faith is to be genuine, then humility, repentance, and obedience are marks of godly people and godly relationships.

3 questions to get you started:
# 1 When was the last time you witnessed a family conflict?
# 2 When was the last time you recall conflict at work?
# 3 Has your church ever experienced conflict? In what way?

James addresses the issue that occurs in many churches today. . .What is causing fights and quarrels among you.

1. Read James 4:1-10 to yourself.
2. If you’re in a group have someone read it out loud or have everyone read it out loud together.

Bible Study Methods
[image: Eye]
Observation:  Make a list. What do you see that stands out in the passage? Look for key words or phrases, comparisons or contrasts.


Part 1 - The Source of Conflict vs. 1-3
	According to James, what is the source of many conflicts stated in verse 1-3?

[image: ] Helpful Notes: The word “desire” in verse 1 indicates a craving for pleasure or satisfaction. A desire for more possessions, more money, more status, more recognition. When we do not get these things, we kill and covet to obtain what we want. There’s not a day that goes by that we don’t hear about someone killing someone for something or taking something that doesn’t belong to them. When we are angry, we harbor resentment toward someone and even though we wouldn’t kill them physically, we are all guilty of murder in our hearts and lips, wishing someone were dead. James says, these things should not be among believers in Christ. The root cause of conflict is always our selfish desire caused by pride and leaving God out of our lives.

SUCH SELFISH DESIRES LEAD TO. . .
1. Wrong Actions (vs. 2)
a. "you murder. . .you fight and war"
b. Perhaps not literally, but certainly so in God's sight - cf. 1 John 3:15
2. Wrong Praying (vs. 3)
a. The kind of praying that goes unanswered
b. Because the prayers are for selfish motives

Question:  From what James is saying, how might conflict damage relationships in the church and in our personal relationship with Christ?

[image: ]
Talking it over - Group Study: Genesis 4:1-16
What was it that caused Cain to react and respond the way he did toward Abel and God?

Part 2 – The Severity of Conflict vs. 4-7
In some way. .. 
         	there are those at war with others.
         	there are those at war within themselves.
         	they are first at war with God!
James mentions three enemies we must not associate or should distance ourselves from if we want to be at peace with God:

         	Do not associate with the World (vs. 4) – To be a friend with the world makes us an enemy of God. James uses the strong word – adulteress, referring to those whose allegiance and affection is on something or someone other than God.

         	Do not associate with or distance yourself from the Flesh (vs. 1,5)  These desires wage war within us, but we must not give into them 1 Peter 2:11. Such desires are in direct conflict to what the Spirit of God would have us to be and do. Galatians 5:16-26

             	The Devil (vs. 6-7) Pride is Satan's greatest temptation. When we give into pride, we become friends of the devil and enemies of God. We resist Him not in our own strength but through the power of His Holy Spirit

Part 3 – The Solution to Conflict vs. 8-10

James says, “draw near to God, and He will draw near to you” (vs. 8). How do we do this so we might find a cure in overcoming conflict?

	    Cleanse your hands (Stop doing evil!)

	    Purify your hearts (Stop thinking evil!)

	    Be miserable and mourn and weep (Feel remorse for your wickedness!)

	    Let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom (Don’t make 
	    a joke out of your wickedness!)	

All these commands reflect the inner thoughts and outward effects of repentance and peace. Rather than rebelling in your pride, turn and submit to God with open hands and humble yourself in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.

[image: Questions]
Interpretation – Ask a Question: What’s the author’s main intent or purpose of the passage?

· Ask a question about a word or an idea that you don’t understand.

[image: Heart]
Application – Put into practice. How might your church family benefit from going through this study?

[image: 500+ Free Prayer & Cross Illustrations - Pixabay]Praying it through Take a moment and surrender to the Lord any unhealthy attitudes or actions that may be creating conflict in your marriage, family, work or church.





[image: ]



                     www.equipministriesinternational.org
image6.svg
       


image7.png




image8.png




image9.png




image10.tiff
EQUIP

MINISTRIES
INTERNATIONAL




image1.jpeg




image2.png




image3.png




image4.svg
  


image5.png




