[image: Scales of justice] Keeping A Proper Perspective – James 4:11-17

Some sins are obvious. They stand out. Bold, ugly, and wicked. Others are more subtle, hiding just below the surface, but they are just as destructive to the body of Christ and the great name of Jesus. If our faith is to be genuine then we need to keep a proper perspective on how we view others and how we view our future.

1. Read the passage to yourself.
2. If you’re in a group have someone read it out loud or have everyone read it out loud together.

Bible Study Methods[image: Eye]

Observation – Make a list. What do you see that stands out in the passage? Look for key words or phrases, comparisons or contrasts, and spiritual qualities of a follower of Jesus?


Stop speaking against a brother or sister in Christ (vs. 11).

	Aaron and Miriam spoke against Moses for marrying a Cushite woman (Numbers 12:8).

The people of Israel spoke against God by complaining about their conditions in the wilderness (Psalm 50:20).

Job’s friends spoke against Job, insulting him and crushing his spirit with their words (Job 19:1-3).

	Unbelievers speak against Christians, slandering them as evildoers (1 Peter 2:12; 3:16).

Christians who “speak against” their brothers or sisters in Christ include themselves in the company of the rebellious grumblers, and wicked slanderees.

Stop judging your brother or sister in Christ (vs. 11-12).

[image: Group]
    Talking it over - Group Study: 
     Why might we slander or judge our brothers or sisters in Christ?

“Do not judge so that you will not be judged.” Matthew 7:1

You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things. Romans 2:1
[image: Books]
Helpful Notes: James says that if you tear down and judge your fellow Christian, you become a lawbreaker. James is referring to the law he’s been promoting throughout this letter. He describes it as the “perfect law, the law of liberty” (1:25). It’s the royal law, “love your neighbor as yourself” (2:8). When we knowingly and willfully are guilty of not keeping God’s law, we are sitting in judgment on it, having determined it is not worthy to be obeyed (4:11). Only God has the right to judge because He is both the source and enforcer of the Law and his judgment is always fair. He rewards those who obey it and punishes those who do not.

James asks: But you – who are you to judge your neighbor? In other words, who made you God? When we judge others, we set ourselves up as God. The sins of slander and judgment are of utmost seriousness because they violate the second greatest commandment to love your neighbor as yourself.

Only God is qualified to judge. . . because only He has all the facts.

Stop planning your future without God’s help (vs. 13-16).

Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” (vs. 13)
	
Question: What is wrong with this statement?

Question:  Can you think of a time when you moved forward with your plans but did not consult the Lord?

Helpful Notes: Many Christians make decisions and plans as though God doesn’t even exist. James says, you must let God in on every area of your lives, including jobs, investments, relationships, etc. By consulting the Lord, it shows our dedication to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. We may not know what the future holds, but we know the one who holds our future.[image: Books]

Making plans without consulting the Lord is foolish because. . .
1. We don’t even know what will happen tomorrow, next week, or next year (vs. 14).
2. Our lives are a mist that appears for a moment and then vanishes (vs. 14).
3. Our future is in His hands. (Proverbs 3:5-6; 19;21).
4. We are only one heartbeat away from eternity. We should humbly say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that” (vs. 15).
Exercise:  Have someone in your group light a match (this represents our life).  Let it burn for a moment and then blow out the match and watch how quickly the smoke goes away. Like the match, our life is here one moment and gone the next.

If you put God’s desires at the center of your planning, you will not be disappointed.

Know the right thing and start doing the right thing (vs. 17)

· There are Sins of Commission – These are sins that we commit by doing something we shouldn’t do. 

· There are Sins of Omission – These are sins we commit by not doing something we should do. This is a sin that is easy to hide from others.
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Interpretation – Ask a Question: What’s the author’s main intent or purpose of the passage?

· Ask a question about a word or an idea that you don’t understand.


[image: Heart]
Application – Put into practice

·  Think of a person that needs to go through this study.
· How can this study impact your relationship with others and with the Lord?
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Praying it through Take a moment and confess any attitudes or actions you may have where you have spoken against or destructively judged another brother or sister in Christ.
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