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Jude 17-25
Living Life with the End in Sight 



Up to this point in our study on Jude, he has been pointing out the behavior and motives of false teachers who subtly (like a snake) come into the church to undermine the Word of God.  In this last session we want to identify what was the false teaching which was being promoted and how do we as committed followers of Christ defend ourselves as we strive to live life with the end in sight.

[image: Storytelling]True Story:

On a commuter flight from Portland, Maine, to Boston, Massachusetts, Pilot Henry Dempsey heard an unusual noise coming from the rear of the small aircraft.  He turned the controls over to his co-pilot and went back to check out the situation.

As he reached the tail section, the plane hit an air pocket, tossing Dempsey to the rear of the plane. He quickly discovered the source of the noise. The rear door of the plane had not been properly latched prior to take off, and when the plane hit the air pocket, the door flew open sucking Dempsey right out of the plane.

The co-pilot, seeing the red light which indicates a door was ajar, radioed the nearest airport, requesting permission to make an emergency landing. He reported, the pilot had fallen out of the plane, and requested a helicopter search of that area of the ocean.

After the plane landed, they found Henry Dempsey, remarkably he was holding onto the outdoor ladder of the aircraft. Somehow, he managed to catch the ladder and then held on for ten minutes as the plane flew 200 mph at an altitude of 4,000 feet. Dempsey said, “I kept my eyes on the horizon as I began to see the plane descending in altitude. When I saw the runway in sight, I knew I could hold on till we landed.” Upon landing it took airport personal several minutes to pry Dempsey’s fingers from the ladder.

As we read this, some of us can relate to just barely hanging on these days, can’t we? Even the strongest can lose their grip. The temptation when life throws us a curve ball is to just give up and let go. But God desires for us to not just be holding on during this crazy season of life, but to live life with the end in sight. Because when the going gets tough the tough get going.
This couldn’t be more evident than in this passage in Jude 17-25

Bible Study Methods:
Read the letter of Jude on your own and then have someone in the group stand and read it out loud. It will take less than 5 minutes to read. 

[image: ]
Observation – Make a list! What do you see that stands out to you in verses 17-25 of this letter? Look for key words, phrases, comparisons, or contrasts. You are asking the questions – Who? What? Where? When? How? Why? What is clear? What might be confusing?

Jude gives us four key words from this passage that capsulizes how we should live life with the end in sight. 

 Word # 1 - REMEMBER – vs. 17-19 
There are a lot of things that we are told to remember in scripture. The cross, our salvation, baptism, His resurrection, communion, and so much more. But Jude specifically says we are to remember something very important in these last days.

“Last times or days” – is a common phrase referring to the time between Christ’s ascension and His second coming. We live in these last times.

[image: Question Mark]What does Jude tell us that we are to remember about what the apostles predicted? The answer is found in vs. 18


[image: Books]Helpful Notes:
During this time, people will scoff, ridicule, mock the life and name of Jesus, mock His resurrection, scoff or laugh at the reality that Jesus is coming back to take those who have put their trust in Him. They will mock and scoff how scripture points out there is only one way to heaven. Even scoffing that Jesus is truly God in the flesh. To put it bluntly – Jude says these individuals are driven by ungodly passions. They treat these biblical teachings as a joke.

Jude says to be on the alert for false teaching worming its way into the church. Which tells us that false teaching is very subtle, and if you don’t know the truth, you’ll fall to error every time. The only way we are going to be able to detect what is false is by focusing on what is true.
[image: Brysen 100 Dollar Bill 100% Cotton Beach Towel]Consider currency bills for a moment. We determine they are true and authentic not by comparing them with a counterfeit or fake bill, but by holding it up and examining it to what is true and authentic.

Jude says remember what the apostles told you about false teachers. It’s a call to persevere by keeping our eyes on the end in sight. These people will follow their own ungodly passions, they will cause divisions to arise in the church, and will seek to promote themselves as superior rather than adhering to the teachings of the Word of God. They are devoid of the Spirit of God. 

  Word # 2 - REMAIN vs.20-21 
But you beloved – whenever you see the word “but” in Scripture it indicates a contrast from what we used to be to what we are now. (See an example of this in Ephesians 2:1-10)

Build yourself up in the most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit. We build ourselves up individually as well as corporately through Christ’s church and through His Word, which sustains us to the end. His Word rallies us together as the body of Christ. 

The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.” Isaiah. 40:8

Praying in the Spirit implies that our prayers are in harmony or in unison with what the Spirit of God desires.

We can’t be anchored in the truth as long as we are building our thoughts and life on something other than Christ.


[image: Smoke coming out of the water

Description automatically generated]Recently our family took the day and drove up to see the Niagara Falls. I was so impressed with the magnitude of these falls which plummet approximately 180 feet on the American side as well as the Horseshoe Falls on the Canadian side. We’re talking 18 stories high, putting out over 75,000 gallons of water a second. That’s over a million bathtubs of water being filled every minute. The sheer power of these falls is amazing, but what you might not know is if you went further upstream where the Welland River converges with the Niagara River. It is there where the river current flows more gently and boats are able to navigate. As the two rivers converge there is an old historical bridge called O'Reilly's Bridge. O’Reilly’s Bridge is a reference point for boaters, because beyond the bridge the current gets stronger and stronger as it makes its way to the falls. On one of the pylons that help support the bridge someone posted a warning sign for all boats. It reads, “Do you have an Anchor?,” followed by, “Do you know how to use it?”

The same is true with the Word of God. Do you have an anchor for your soul – the Bible? Do you know how to use it?

Keep yourselves in the love of God - this simply means we consistently live for the things God loves, trusting that He is in control. 

[image: Question Mark]What are ways which you yourself and the church can keep yourselves in the love of God?
Word # 3- RESCUE VS.22-23 

Jude then writes about three groups of people who have been confused or been taken captive by false teachers. Can you identify them?

Rescue those who _____________________ vs. 22 

Rescue those who are in ______________________vs.23 

[image: A picture containing grass, building, outdoor, bridge

Description automatically generated][image: Question Mark]What comes to mind when you hear the word snatch? Give some examples

Rescue those who are _________________________ . . . but be careful vs.23. This third group is comprised of the unsaved who have not only been deceived but who also promote the deception. Jude says – show mercy with fear (meaning be cautious) hating even the garments stained by the flesh. Like a stained undergarment that has all kinds of germs. Jude is saying 
we must be very careful when dealing with people who have been stained or contaminated by error, because error can be contagious.

Word # 4 -RELY vs. 24-25
We come to one of the greatest verses on assurance and security found in the Bible. “Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling.” The word translated – keep, is a military term meaning to guard or watch. This means the Lord is at His post, guarding us against any attack of the enemy.

For the LORD will be at your side and will keep
your foot from stumbling. Proverbs 3:26

As we rely on the Lord, He will keep us and present us blameless before the presence of His glory with great joy. Jesus did not die just to get us to heaven, but that we would strive to live a blameless life upon our arrival. That we would arrive with great joy.

With all the ugly descriptions Jude has given us about these false teachers, he now gives some of the most beautiful descriptions of the character of Christ.

To the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
before all-time and now and forever. Amen.

[image: ]Interpretation – Ask a Question: What do you think is the author’s main intent or purpose in verses 17-25.  What does he want the reader to take away and begin to live out with the end in sight?

[image: ]
Application – Put into practice
As a group come up with several ways you can be living out the letter of Jude for yourself and for your church?


Here is a simple outline of the letter of Jude if you are thinking about preaching or teaching from it.
1. Greetings and purpose in writing vs. 1-4
2. God’s judgment in times past vs. 5-7
3. The character and doom of false teachers vs.8-16
4. Living life with the end in sight vs. 17-25


[image: 500+ Free Prayer & Cross Illustrations - Pixabay]Praying it through – Take time in your group to pray for your church. Pray that each person would guard their heart and mind from being influence from teaching that is not in the Scriptures. Commit as a group to persevere and stand as one as you contend for the faith for the glory of God. 
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