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BE IMITATORS OF GOD 
Ephesians 5:1-21
Session 10


It’s amazing how many things just by seeing them or hearing them, we imitate.  Children tend to imitate their parents. We try to imitate famous sports athletes when we are on the field. Even when we sing, we try to imitate a famous singer. We are natural imitators. It’s no surprise then that God would want us to imitate Him, not the world.

Think it over:
What are of some things you see or hear from others that you try to imitate?

This session helps us identify how we are to be imitators of Christ’s great love to everyone around us. Since Christ is our model we should learn to imitate Him by listening, watching, and doing. Just as a child will imitate someone else’s mannerism, in the same way we are to resemble Christ.
….. follow my example as I follow the example of Christ. 1 Corinthians. 11:1


· Read the passage on your own
·  Read it out loud
·  Summarize what you just read
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[image: The Great Theatre of Ephesus]The great theater of Ephesus is very impressive. This structure, built of marble, has a width of 145 meters, and could accommodate up to 24,000 spectators. Many theatrical acts were performed here, where someone would imitate, or role play an individual. It is possible that when Paul uses the word imitate, he was thinking of this theater using it as a metaphor to explain the importance of imitating Christ.

Paul gives 4 ways in this passage we are to be imitators of God as we walk this earth for His glory.

1. Walk in Love (vs. 1-2)

Question: What example does Paul give in verses 1-2 of how we are to imitate God on this earth? How do we do this?



2. Walk in Purity (vs.3-7)

A person who walks in purity doesn’t talk nasty or dirty by embarrassing others with sexual references. Paul strongly urges the believers in Ephesus to refuse to say anything except which is filled with good language and expresses gratitude. Identify those things which we are not to be doing or saying.
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Talking it over -Group Study:
1. How can someone’s character and reputation be destroyed by walking in impurity?
2. Paul says, there should not even be a hint of impurity or greed (vs.3). Give some examples where someone might make little compromises in this area?
3. What are some ways we can practically be walking in purity in…

· Our Words

· Our Actions

· Our Attitudes

But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. vs.3
 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore, do not become partners with them…vs. 6-7

3. Walk in the Light (vs.8-14)

· What does light do to darkness?
· What can darkness do to the light?
· Paul has been urging these believers to take no part in the fruitless deeds of darkness but instead to expose them. How are we to do this?


4. Walk Wisely in the Spirit (vs. 15-21)

	Life is short, don’t waste it on foolish living. Make the most of your time.  We do this by understanding what the will of God is.  We live careful lives by walking in step with the Holy Spirit, as we let Him control our every step, thought and attitude.

Question: 
Paul is making a point about being controlled or filled by the Spirit and those who are drunk on wine.  What are some similarities and differences between the two?
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Apply — How do we live this out?

1. Are you guarding your eyes, ears and lips from
impurity? In what way?

2. Do you have another believer who will hold you to
a higher standard of God’s truth in your walk?

3. In what areas mentioned does your church need to
be challenged in these truths?
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OBSERVATION - WHAT DO | SEE?

IN GROUPS OF 3-4 ANSWER THE FOLLOWING:

1. What are some key phrases or words in this passage that
reflect how we as believers are to walk and talk before

God and others?

2. In what specific area is Paul concerned that Christians
should imitate God?

3.How is the person who is walking and talking in the light
different than the person walking and talking in
darkness?
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