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Ephesians 2:11-22
Session 5

Do you realize the word “together” appears over 250 times in scripture?

When the church was birthed and established in the book of Acts, we see the believers sitting under the apostles teaching, fellowship, worshipping, praying and sharing all things in common together. It’s no wonder why the Lord’s favor rested on them. They were of One Accord. (See Acts 2:42-47) There seemed to be no division, no walls of hostility, and no name calling. In this session, we will see that when believers come together for the right reasons, great things happen. But when we become selfish and full of ourselves, we tend to build barriers between us, acting in a way that does not reflect the life of Christ and His church.

[image: Shape, arrow

Description automatically generated]
Reality Check:  Let’s not forget, in Revelation 7:9 that at the end of the age, in the New Heaven and New earth we will spend eternity with people who came to know Jesus from every race, tribe, language and nation. All who are saved will stand before the Lamb of God together as one.

· Read the passage on your own.
· If you’re in a group have someone read it out loud.
· Have someone summarize what was just read
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Observations - What do I see?

· What are some key words or phrases that stand out to you in this passage?
· Why do some people have a difficult time getting along with each other?
· What was the tension or hostility which had been going on between the Gentiles and Jews in verse 11?

[image: ]Helpful Notes: At one time there was hostility and hatred between Gentiles and Jews. The Jews grew up bragging and believing they were the chosen people of God. The Gentiles often referred to the Jews as “the circumcised.” While the Jews referred to the Gentiles as “dogs,” “pagans,” “the uncircumcised.” So, anyone that wasn’t Jewish was looked down on with disrespect and disapproval. The Jews felt that God should shun or put out anyone who was not Jewish. The Jews believed they were deserving of God’s blessings and promises because they alone were descendants of Abraham. If you were not Jewish in the eyes of a Jew, you were worse than the dirt on the souls of your shoes. This created much hostility between Jews and Gentiles.

A modern-day example of this might be if there was hostility between your country and a surrounding country. People most likely would have an attitude or talk down to these people from the other country. They would show disrespected even hatred for these people. So, the Jews despised the Gentiles, and the Gentiles despised the Jew.

Questions: Can you think of any hostility that you see happening between people of different countries, cultures, or religions?

What does Paul in verse 12 tell the Gentiles that at one time they were excluded from?

[image: ]Helpful Notes: Paul says, listen whether you are Jew or Gentile at one time you were all alienated by God, you were separated from God and enemies of God. Apart from Christ we were like strangers without a home; orphans, having no hope and without God.  We were far off from God due to our sinfulness. Romans 3:23, 6:23


But because of Christ –
	“BUT” – means a contrast from what was, to what has occurred now – (read verses 4, 13, 19).

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near to God by the blood of Christ. (vs. 13)

Because of Christ’s death on the cross we have been reconciled or brought back into right relationship or agreement with God the Father and with each other. See 2 Corinthians 5:17-20

What does reconciliation mean?


The cross is where reconciliation is provided, 
and the church is where reconciliation is to be proclaimed.

Because of what Christ has done, there is a change or transformation in our relationship with God and in our relationship with one another. Christ has reconciled us, but how did he do that? Look at verses 13-16.

   The blood of Christ has destroyed the barrier of sin and hostility toward others.
   Christ has brought those who were far off (enemies of God) near. (see Colossians. 1:20; 3:11)

  Christ is our Peace. We are at peace with God and we have the peace of God.
  “And He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. vs. 17 

Because of Christ….
 there are no barriers or distinctions, for He has made the Jew and Gentile one in God’s family! (vs. 14-16)
1+1=1

· Because of Christ, we are no longer enemies but co-laborers of the faith.1 Corinthians 3:5-9
· Because of Christ, we are free from the bondage of sin. John 8:36
· Because of Christ, we are called a friend of God instead an enemy of God. James 2:23
· Because of Christ, we are free to fellowship as citizens of heaven with one another. Philippians 3:20-21
· Because of Christ, we have free access to God – we can approach his throne of Grace in our time of need. Hebrews 4:16
· Because of Christ we are at peace with God and there is the peace of God which rules our hearts and minds. Colossians 3:15
As a result, there is Peace with God and there is the Peace of God which rules our hearts and minds.

Take a Look in the Mirror:
Are you reflecting the heart of God to your church and in your church? Are you contributing to a sweet spirit of fellowship where you build people up, not tear them down? 
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[image: My Faith Votes | Praying for a Nation in Chaos]Take a moment and pray asking the Lord to guard your heart toward hostility, racism, arrogance, and prejudice toward another. Ask the Lord to flood your soul with His love as you shine His light for Him in a darkened culture.
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Increases our effectiveness and unity with Christ and other believers.

Allows the church to function in harmony.

Enables us to use our spiritual gifts for the glory of God.

Grows us deeper when trials and persecution comes. 
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