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THE NEW LIFE 
EPHESIANS 4:17-32
Session 9


Paul’s desire is for these believers to keep growing and moving forward in their faith.  They are no longer infants in Christ. Their behavior should show signs of maturity; not returning to their former way of thinking or living.  It is in this session that Paul addresses the marks of the new life in Christ. 

Think it over:
What are some things an infant does that if an adult did them it would be strange or even embarrassing?

Ephesians 4:17-32
· Read the passage on your own
·  Read it out loud
·  Summarize what you just read
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 The Old Life – What not to do – Ephesians 4:17-19, 22, 25-32
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Talking it over -Group Study:
If you are studying by yourself, or if you’re in a group going through this study together, share or have each person share what are some traits of the old life that Paul addresses which should be erased from our words, actions, and attitudes as we strive to live the new life in Christ?

Vs. 17


Vs. 18


Vs. 19


Vs.22


Vs. 25-32

The Progression of the Old Life

[image: Play with solid fill]Selfishness - Gentiles walk with their own futile purposes. 
[image: Play with solid fill]Selfishness Results in ignorance 
[image: Play with solid fill]Ignorance Results in heart and head blindness 
[image: Play with solid fill]Blindness Results in no morality 
[image: Play with solid fill]No morality Results in callous hearts and minds 
[image: Play with solid fill]Callous hearts Results in shamelessness in impurity 
[image: Play with solid fill]Shamelessness and impurity Results in works of uncleanliness with greediness to practice impurity
[image: ] Helpful Notes: 
The city of Ephesus was an immoral and evil place to live or visit.  It seemed like everywhere you looked there were false gods and temples.  There was a temple in the city giving tribute to the goddess – Artemis.  She was worshipped as the god of sex and fertility. They portrayed her as having many breast – a symbol of her fertility, long life, and sexual fulfillment. She was probably the most worshipped deity in Asia and perhaps the world. Hundreds of “religious” prostitutes served her in the temple, luring the wayward into their seductive trap to appease their goddess. As you can guess the temple brought great wealth to the city.  The temple of Artemis was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.
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The New Life – What to Put On – vs. 23-24, 32

Vs. 23


Vs.24


Vs.32
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Talking it over -Group Study:
In verse 30 Paul speaks about not grieving the Holy Spirit.  What does this mean, and could you give a modern-day example of this?
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Putting it into Practice 

The Great Exchange  		
· Lies for Truth
· Anger for self-control
· Stealing for giving
· Unwholesome talk for uplifting talk
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CONTRAST FROM OLD TO NEW

» New Mind - 1 Corinthians 2:16 "For who has understood

the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?"” But we have
the mind of Christ.”

> New Understanding - “But that is not the way you learned
Christ” We do not learn as the world learns without
understanding but we learn from Christ and with His
understanding that He gives us.

> Renewed in Spirit and minds “be renewed in the spirit of
your minds”
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