Session 2
[image: ]The Commissioning of Christ’s Disciple

In this session we will see that Christ commissions his disciples to go into all the world and make disciples. The good news is Jesus didn’t leave us on our own but tells us that He will be with us as we go out fulfilling Christ mission.

What is Commission? – to deploy or go out with radical loyalty and determination. When someone is commissioned in the military, they take a vow to faithfully serve. They are given a mission for life. When a ship is commissioned it is given a name and a strategic assignment or task. Following the resurrection, Jesus commissions the disciples with a strategic assignment. 

Question # 1 -Think of a time when you were given a specific assignment to carry out. Maybe by a parent, friend, government, church etc. What was it? Were you faithful in carrying it out?

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20

Question # 2 -What are some key action words that stand out in this passage regarding how we are to carry out this great commission?

1. Go into all the world. Our calling is to GO. . . not SIT! Where are we to go?
Discipleship is not limited to a place, culture, or country. It is to all the nations. What happened in Acts 1:8; 8:1 & 11:19 that caused the early church to go and be Christ’s witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth?


2. Make Disciples.  What must happen before we make disciples? 


Our calling is to make disciples not just evangelize.  
Please understand, evangelism is important, but it is not the end process for a believer in Christ.  The end process is to make disciples. 


Evangelism---------------Becoming a Disciple--------------Growing in the Faith-----------Reproducing
(Rom. 10:14-15)	  (Matt. 4:19)	                 (Eph. 4:12-16)	      (Matt. 28-18-20 &							 	             2 Timothy 2:2)
3. Christ’s commissioning is to every believer in the body of Christ. Every believer in the body of Christ should be growing into a mature disciple. This is a lifelong process. If we claim to know Christ and be His follower, then we should be discipling others who disciple others.

(Groups of 3-4) Would you say you are at the point spiritually that you need someone to disciple you, or have you matured in your faith enough that you are ready to take on the assignment of discipling someone else? Why?

4. This commissioning is a command, not a suggestion. Words like go, make, baptize, and teach are action words that should drive us to fulfill the purpose for why we were created.

Question # 3 - Do you see yourself doing any of the action words mentioned?


5. We are not alone. Jesus assures us He will be with us in this mission even to the end of the age (Matthew 28:20). Thank the Lord that He gives us His Holy Spirit who will instruct, counsel, comfort, convict, and strengthen us as we go out. Praise the Lord that the Holy Spirit continues to empower us and give us boldness as we engage in this mission every day.
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6. We go not in our authority, but His authority (Matthew 28:18) We don’t foolishly make up our own plans and agenda as a disciple, but we function under His authority. His authority becomes our authority! We are making disciples under the umbrella of His authority and divine truth.

Either on your own, or in groups of 3-4, read Luke 14:25-33 and discuss the following.

A. What examples does Jesus use showing the cost of forsaking all to be a Christ follower?

B. What does it mean to deny ourselves and take up His cross?

C. What do you think Jesus meant when He said we are to hate our father, mother, wife, children etc. to be His disciple?
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