The Disciple and His Rescue Story					Session 6
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In Groups 3-4
Why do we share stories? How do they benefit the person sharing the story and how do they benefit the person hearing the story?

Everyone share a story of something you remember as a kid. It can be funny, heartwarming, serious, etc.

The Power of Your Rescue Story

One of the most powerful stories is the story of how God’s Son rescued us from our sin and shame. It’s not a story we only tell once, but it’s a story that we are excited to share with others time and time again, because it’s life-changing.

He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. Psalm 40:2
		 
Your spiritual journey is a story that people need to hear, 
they just don’t know it yet.


5 Parts to Sharing Your Rescue Story [image: /var/folders/3y/t_w09lmn3wd2vkpw34n9874mgv9bh1/T/com.microsoft.Word/Content.MSO/28DCE45E.tmp]

1. The Opening - Colossians 4:3-4, 1 Peter 3:15, Ephesians 6:19-20
· “I know how you feel.”
· “I felt the same way.”
· “But this is what I found to be true.”

· Look for an opening in the conversation to tell your rescue story.


2. Your life before Christ
· What were your attitudes, values, priorities like before coming to Christ?
· What are some words that best describe your life before surrendering your life to Jesus? 
· What did your life revolve around?
· What were the events that led you to realize you needed Christ?

In Groups of 3-4
Everyone share what your life was like before you came to Christ?

3. How you came to Christ. How did it happen? 
· What was said that was a turning point in you receiving Christ?
· What was your initial reaction to Jesus Christ?

	In Groups of 3-4
	Everyone share how you came to Christ?


4. Your life after Christ
· What is some changes Christ has made in your life? Changes in character? Behavior? Perspective on life? 
· What does Jesus Christ mean to you know?


5. The invitation
· “Would you be interested in putting your trust in Christ, I will help you.”
· “What is keeping you from giving your life to Jesus?


Some Helpful Tips When Sharing Your Story 

1. Make it personal and give enough details to capture attention.
2. Practice your story. 
3. Watch your words. If you’re going to use words like salvation, redemption etc. make sure you explain to the person you are sharing with what those words mean.
4. Leave room for the person to ask questions.
5. Make it short - Limit your story to 5 minutes
6. Use two or three verses. The Bible tells us . . .
7. Keep Christ central. Always highlight what He has done (Matthew. 5:16)
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