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Description automatically generated]1 Timothy 5:1-25 – How to treat your church family

What is your family like?  I’m sure there are times where great love, care, serving and helping is shown to each other.  At other times, families may experience a crisis, or a difficulty where they come together and find strength in the Lord and each other as they walk through the trial. 
And yet there are times when something is said or done that can harm or damage the unity of a family. It’s in these times we need to be bold and wise in correcting the problem in a way which brings healing and restoration to the family. Likewise, the church is our extended family.  The church is made up of people from different backgrounds, opinions, personalities, and giftedness. Yes, we are to love them, equip them, and build them up in the faith and yet from time to time someone does something or says something that needs corrected.  We don’t discipline to be harsh or violent, but to bring harmony and restoration to the household of God. 

? What are some positive qualities in your personal family as well as your church family?

? Give are some reasons why someone in your personal or church family may need to be disciplined or corrected?

Paul provides Timothy with guidance regarding various people within the Ephesus church. It appears there are those within the household of God that are behaving in a way that needs corrected.  Let’s look at whom this involves. 


Read 1 Timothy 5:1-25 on your own.  Then if you are in a group setting, have someone read it out loud.
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Observation:  What do you see?

1. What stands out in chapter 5 as being important?
2. Who are the people Paul is addressing and how are they to be treated? 
3. Are there any words or phrases which may be difficult to understand?



Elderly Men: Are to be treated as fathers (vs.1) Why?
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Helpful Notes: Do not rebuke an older man: Paul directs Timothy that the older men, are generally not to be rebuked. A young pastor such as Timothy must shepherd them faithfully, but with due respect for the years and presumed wisdom of the older men.
Older men are to be treated with dignity and respect.  They usually have more wisdom and experience in dealing with life.  This is not to say they are always right; sometimes they are not.  But they are not to be ignored, neglected, or overlooked just because they are old in years, for they are rich in experience.  Their ideas, counsel, and direction are to be sought after and even encouraged.  The elderly play an intricate part in the ministry of the church.

? How are older men often viewed in your culture?  Are they respected or disrespected?  Are they valued or devalued?  Why? 


Young Men: Are to be treated as brothers (vs.1) Why?
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Helpful Notes: The young are sometimes overlooked due to their inexperience or immaturity.  Some will say, “They are inexperienced and should have no part in the decisions of the church.” This however is wrong. They are to be treated as brothers, meaning they are to be partners or co-laborers of the ministry.  Working, learning, listening, and participating together under the guidance of the older for the building up of the body of Christ.  Just like a coach or trainer encourages his athlete to achieve their very best, so the young men are to be mentored and encouraged by the older men of the church. 
Elderly Women: Are to be treated as mothers (vs.2) Why?

Make a list of 10 things a mother gives to her family (Example: love, giving, honor, etc.)
A church is totally irresponsible if they ignore its elderly women who are in Christ.  The older women, like the older men are to be respected and honored.  Everyone regardless of age is to be valued, loved, and honored. 
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Young Women: Are to be treated as sisters, in all purity (vs.2)
Timothy, like any godly man, was to make certain his conduct towards younger women was always pure and above reproach. Lust, and immoral thoughts about the physical attractiveness of a younger woman is to have no place in the church. The men are to treat the younger women in the church as if they were their sisters.  Protecting, guarding, and speaking to them in a manner which brings honor to Christ and His church, not dishonor. 

The Care of Widows in the church – 1 Timothy 5:3-16
	What is the church’s responsibility regarding widows in the church?  It appears there were some widows who were trying to “work the system” and Paul encourages Timothy to address this.

? How are widows viewed in your church? 
? How do you go about meeting the needs of widows who truly are in need in your church?
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Helpful Notes: During the days of the New Testament, there was no social assistance system from the government for widows. Widows during this time were a vulnerable class, usually without support from husbands or grown children, and without means to adequately support themselves. 
	This very important ministry was being taken advantage of by younger wealthy widows, most likely the same trouble making-women from chapter 2. They would sign up for the church’s support, but then spend their days sleeping around, spreading gossip, and damaging the church’s reputation in the city of Ephesus. Paul sees the damage that is occurring and says, only the older widows that have no other family support qualify. For these widows, the church should show the love of generosity that Jesus showed.

? Look at verses 9-16 and list the things Paul says qualifies a true widow to be helped by the church body.


The treatment of Elders (overseers) of the church – 1 Timothy 5:17-25
 
Do elders need unique care or special treatment? Paul answers, yes, they do need special care. Elders are unique men of character, who honor their individual spiritual gifts, serve together as a team in unity, function as shepherds to the entire flock, and are able to teach and serve as spiritual fathers to a church family. 

? How do we treat elders according to 1 Timothy 5:17-25?

? What process do you have in place for selecting a potential elder for your church?

?  Give some examples of what Paul is referring to in verse 24 when he says… 
	“The sin of some people are obvious, leading them to certain judgment.”

? Give some examples of what Paul is referring to in verse 25 when he says…
	“In the same way there are others whose sins will not be revealed (or will trail behind them) until later.”
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Lift the leadership of your church up in prayer.
Pray for potential men you are considering for future elders according to      the qualifications of 1 Tim 3.
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Description automatically generated]		Ask the Lord for wisdom in your future selection of leaders.
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